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Church of Th e Assumption
7711 Joseph St., Mt. Healthy, OH 45231

(513) 521-7274

History of Assumption Parish
Mt. Healthy, Ohio

In 1854 Archbishop Purcell authorized the construction of a church in 
Mt. Pleasant (renamed Mt. Healthy in 188 4) under the name: The 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The first resident pastor was 
Fr. Herman Johanning who began his tenure in 1865. He focussed 
his energy on the building of a landmark church and his efforts were 
rewarded on its dedication by the archbishop in 1870.

Fr. Bernard Roesener became pastor in 1881. He arranged for the Sisters 
of Divine Providence to assume the teaching responsibilities of the parish 
school and in 1908, succeeded in constructing the first significant school 
building. He also had a new rectory built in 1917, another achievement of 
a forty year pastoral tenure.

Fr. Francis Sieve came to the parish in 1921 and led the congregation 
through the difficult years of the Depression and World War II. He 
managed to expand the land holdings of the parish and its cemetery. 
He also worked tirelessly for many years to build a new school to 
accommodate the growing Catholic population in this northern Hamilton 
County region. Unfortunately he passed suddenly in 1947, but his goal 
was realized in 1950 when the new school was dedicated.

Fr. Francis Heider was assigned to Assumption in 1957 after pastor Fr. 
Edward Depenbrock unexpectedly departed due to medical problems. 
That same year a new “church/hall/classroom” building was dedicated 
by Archbishop Alter. Originally envisioned as a temporary church, the 
building still serves today as the Church of the Assumption.

Considered one of the more beloved pastors, Fr. Heider was able to 
accomplish considerable facilities expansion with the building of a convent 
for the Sisters in 1962, and another school building in 1966. He also led 
the Catholic community through the liturgical changes and challenges 
wrought by Vatican II. He died in 1971 while still serving the parish.
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Fr. Robert Hungling was appointed pastor in 1971. He had been the first 
assistant priest assigned to Assumption back in 1948 so he was already 
well known to many. He reinstituted an annual parish festival which is 
still recognized as a significant summer event in Mt. Healthy. In December 
of 1978 an arsonist’s fire devastated the church sanctuary and heavily 
damaged the entire structure. Fr. Hungling energized the community 
in the rebuilding effort and in August of 1979 the reconfigured and 
renovated church was dedicated by Archbishop Bernadin. Retiring in 1987 
for health reasons, Fr. Hungling was recognized as the parish’s first Pastor 
Emeritus. Fr. Francis Lammeier followed as pastor soon after.

Fr. Lammeier’s tenure was marked by demographic changes regionally and 
his leadership guided the parish in these uncertain times. He instituted the 
“Assumption 2000” campaign in 1992 to help facilitate future planning. 
The construction of the Assumption Parish Center in 1995 was the 
showpiece achievement of this effort. Regrettably, the Sisters of Divine 
Providence ceased their presence in 1994 and the convent was converted 
to a rectory/parish office facility.

Fr. William Kennedy became pastor on the retirement of Fr. Lammeier 
in 1999. Like his predecessor, he confronted the realities of declining 
membership and fiscal challenges facing both the parish and school. The 
Archdiocese ultimately adopted a school consolidation plan that identified 
the parish school as Our Lady of Grace on the campus of St. Ann parish 
in Groesbeck. Assumption School ceased operations in 2008. Fr. Kennedy 
retired in 2011.

Fr. Jerome Gardner, pastor of St. Margaret Mary in North College Hill 
was identified as parochial administrator of Assumption in 2011. In 
2012, following the adoption of a Pastoral Regional Plan, Fr. Gardner was 
appointed pastor of both Assumption and St. Margaret Mary parishes. He 
continues in this capacity today.
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Worship Ministries
Ushers of the Parish
Men dedicated to servicing the members of the parish during all of the 
Masses at Assumption Church. 

Servers
Participants assist the priest before, during and immediately following 
the Mass. Servers can be adults or the youth in our parish, and males and 
females are all eligible. 

Lectors 
Parish members that proclaim the word of God through the readings at the 
Eucharistic Celebrations. Training is provided. 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Commissioned ministers that assist at the Masses in the distribution of the 
host and precious blood to the congregation. Home-bound and physically 
restricted parishioners are also served by these ministers. 

The Choir
Led by parish Music Director Scot Buzza, its primary role is to lead the 
assembly in sung prayer. In doing so it provides an atmosphere conducive 
to worship. No formal training is required. 

Guitar Group
The group participates in the celebration of the Mass by providing music 
and singing with the congregation. No formal training is required. 

Bereavement Ministry
Members of this ministry work with families who have recently lost a loved 
one in order to discuss and help plan the funeral liturgy.

Art & Environment
The primary responsibility is to decorate for Christmas and Easter. 
Additionally, the ministry is responsible for changing banners and altar 
cloths and dusting windows.

Parish Life Ministries
Campaign for Life
Its mission is to renew and reinforce the call for individual Catholics to 
unite and restore respect for and the legal protection of every human life 
from conception to natural death.

Assumption Prayer Group
With a firm belief in the power of prayer to guide, heal and change, the group 
meets in a spirit of fellowship to fulfill the prayerful intentions of the parish.  

Prayer Network
Dedicated members respond to the special intentions of parishioners 
through prayer. 
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Social Ministries
Young Adult Group (YAG)
Through spiritual and social activities, it brings together young adults, 
both single and with families with the intent to share with each other 
faith, values, and lives.

Seniors Ministry
Its goal is to bring Seniors together to develop and strengthen friendships, 
faith and spiritual growth within our church family. 

Men’s Group
Parish men gather in Christ’s presence in an atmosphere of trust, equality 
and anonymity to share personal feelings and experiences and prayerfully 
support each other. 

Parish Affi  liates
Knights of Columbus
An international Catholic fraternal and family organization, Madonna 
Council members are primarily from Assumption, St. Bartholomew and 
St. Margaret Mary parishes. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society [Mt. Healthy Alliance]
This is an international volunteer organization of Catholic lay men and 
women who work to help needy members of the community. It provides 
significant support to the Mt. Healthy Alliance Food Pantry and is the 
parish’s main conduit to that local organization. 

Scouts of America
Troop 27 was chartered in 1950 and has a long tradition of serving Mount 
Healthy and Church of the Assumption. It instills young people with the 
qualities of leadership, self-reliance, and citizenship while still having fun. 

Event Volunteers
ChiliFest
An annual March event that offers an evening of dinner, fun and prizes. 
The Reverse Raffle is the featured enterprise. Volunteers are needed for 
set-up/take-down, food & beverage prep and service. 

The Parish Festival
A 3-day community event that occurs on the second weekend in June. It 
is the major parish fund-raiser and features sponsored booths for games, 
raffles, food, drink, and a major cash award. Kid’s amusements and rides, 
live bands, and a Sunday chicken dinner round out the activities. This is 
a volunteer intensive endeavor requiring a full range of services including 
set-up/take-down, security, food & beverage prep and service, booth work, 
ticket sales, administrative and financial duties. 
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Mention codeMention code
5525 5525 and receiveand receive

$1,000 $1,000 OFFOFF
entry  feeentry  fee

Active Adult Community
2 & 3 Bedroom Cottages
Call today at 273-4100
StoneBridgeatWintonWoods.com
 10290 Mill Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45231

Can’t be explained ~ only experienced

Interdenominational – faith based program • Established in 1956
Held at Tar Hollow State Park Resident Camp the fi rst full week of August

Coed camp for incoming 6th graders to current year high school grads
All inclusive affordable registration fee with discounts available

www.sfacamp.org
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Assumption Parish Picnic
This annual social gathering typically takes place in the afternoon on the 
third Sunday in September. Parishioners are asked to bring a covered dish 
or a dessert. Volunteers are needed for set-up/take-down. 

Santa Breakfast
This parish and community holiday event is held on Saturday and Sunday 
on the first weekend in December. Volunteers are needed for food prep/
servers and set-up/take-down.

Administrative Ministries 
There are ministries directed by the Pastor. Participation may be 
determined by a parish-initiated discernment process and/or subject to a 
requirement for specialized skill and experience. 

The Administrative Ministries are:
• Pastoral Council
• Finance Committee
• Communications Group
• Buildings & Grounds
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